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anticipates the world-wide preaching of His gospel;
nay, even if we were driven to admit that the
Great Cqparnission itself is rather the reflection
of the mind of the Church than the direct com-
mand of Christ, the missionary application would
still press with unweakened force on all who bear
the Christian name. This is the point which it
will be the aim of the second part of this paper
to make good. We are committed to the mis-
sionary enterprise by the very nature of the truth
we possess. Because Christianity is what it is,
because Christ is what He is, we cannot keep Him
or it to ourselves alone. In this sense Harnack is
right; it was " in the nature of things " that the
disciples of Christ should preach Him and His
gospel with the utmost ardour. Even if Jesus
never in so many words uttered the Great Com-
mission, it is implied in all He said and did and
was. Call it, if you will, the Church's inference
rather than the Lord's command, yet it is an infer-
ence which only disloyalty could fail to draw ; for
the very make of the gospel declares that it is as
much for everybody as it is for anybody.

Thanks to recent Biblical scholarship, we are
now able to see in the very language of the New
Testament a symbol of the universality of its
message. As late as but yesterday our scholars
have been in the habit of treating the Greek of